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Leonard Maltin’s Movie and Video Guide 
1996 review: 
 
“Pleasant little family film based on Mark 
Twain’s novella that turns Tom (Cook) and 
Huck (O’Connor) into backwoods detectives 
investigating a mysterious murder involving a 
long-lost twin, and attempting to clear the name 
of local preacher Hall.  **½ " 
 
 
The Moving Picture Boy entry on Cook: 
 
“The dark, solid Billy… had a father who was a 
chemistry professor at Santa Clara University, 
and a journalist mother who dabbled in 
amateur dramatics at the Little Theatre in Palo 
Alto.  When he was eleven she told him there 
was a nice part for a boy coming up soon, but 
he wasn’t enthusiastic, and was only persuaded 
to try by the threat of a week’s dishwashing if he 

didn’t. 
His stage debut led to work on radio, and this 
in turn to a film test.  One of his first jobs was 
the title role in "TOM SAWYER,  
DETECTIVE", with Donald O’Connor as his 
Huck.” 
 
 
[no listing in "Halliwell's Film Guide", 
"Speelfilm Encyclopedie", "The Critics’ 
Film Guide", "The Good Film and Video 
Guide", "Movies on TV and Videocassette 
1988-89", “A Pictorial History of the 
Talkies”, "Rating the Movies (1990)", "The 
Sunday Times Guide to Movies on 
Television", "The Time Out Film Guide", 
"TV Times Film & Video Guide 1995", 
"Variety Movie Guide 1993", "Video Movie 
Guide 1993" or "The Virgin Film Guide"] 
 

 

 
 
No further information currently available.  Cook and O'Connor played together the same year 
in “MEN WITH WINGS” and “SONS OF THE LEGION”, and in 1939 as John and Beau in the 
early scenes of "BEAU GESTE" (with Ann Gillis and Martin Spellman).  Cook was 11 and 
O’Connor 13, but it was the older boy who would go on to become a very popular face, 
notably in musicals. 
 
Holmstrom makes light of it, but there’s nothing especially amusing in the revelation that Billy 
Cook was bullied and cajoled by his mother into acting, expressly against his own wishes, to 
satisfy some vicarious appetite of her own.  If truth were known, probably fewer than one in 
four child stars had any say in the direction of their own careers, but were dragooned into it by 
fame-hungry mothers.  It’s one aspect of child exploitation we don’t tend to hear much about 
from the women of the child protectionist school. 
 
See subject index under KID DETECTIVES for many titles in the same vein, and under 
ORPHANS / ADOPTION, RASCALS & SCALAWAGS, RUNAWAYS / STOWAWAYS and 
MARK TWAIN. 
     

Tom Sawyer, Detective  


