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         Left to right:  Bobby Hyatt, Fay Wray, Paul Hartman, Natalie Wood           Source:  How Sweet it Was 

Pride of the Family 



Halliwell’s Television Companion review: 
 
“Misadventures of a family in which the 
husband can't do anything right.  Primitive 
sitcom.” 
 
 
How Sweet It Was note: 
 
“Paul Hartman was the father, Fay Wray was 
Momma, and the children were Bobby Hyatt 
and Natalie Wood in this show, which debuted 
in 1953.  The leading character, Albie 
Morrison, was, of course, lovable but 
bumbling.” 
 
 
Incidental note from History of Television: 
 
“The image of the American father has been 
much written about, especially by those 
anthropologists whose views of societies are 
seen through glasses coloured Matriarchal or 
Patriarchal.  Indeed many of the standard TV 
sitcoms have prospered on the "BLONDIE" 
formula of the American Husband and Father 
as Jerk - the mother may be dippy or 
scatterbrained, the father is a jerk (indeed two 
separate "BLONDIE" TV adaptations were 
mounted in the 1950s).  Ozzie Nelson certainly 
played this role, and others - like Danny 
Thomas in "Make Room For Daddy" and "The 

Danny Thomas Show" (he was a showbiz star 
but not immune to problems of his own 
making) - followed suit to greater or lesser 
degrees…” 
 
 
The Moving Picture Boy entry on Hyatt: 
 
“Bobby made his screen debut, modestly, at ten 
months.  When he was seven, he contracted 
polio, and the forecast for his future was grim.  
However, he made a total recovery and resumed 
work without the slightest ill effects.  His lively 
eyes and soft, good-natured profile made him a 
welcome ingredient of many movies of his time.  
He was particularly engaging in the "Four Eyes" 
episode of "IT’S A BIG COUNTRY", and was 
spunky enough to play Gavroche in the 1952 
version of "LES MISÉRABLES".  In his later 
teens he made one more appearance, in "THE 
CARELESS YEARS" (57).” 
 
 
[no listing in "History of Television",  
"Television's Greatest Hits" or "25 Years of 
ITV - 1955-1980"] 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
No further information currently available.  The interesting question about this persistent 
characterising of the “head of the household” as a bumpkin is why it seemed appropriate to 
1950s America (or its TV writers, at any rate) to cut him down to size in this way.  A feminist 
critique would read this as the confident self-deprecation of power – most of the writers were 
themselves presumably husbands and fathers.  In the same way, sitcoms like “Yes Minister” 
invited us to scoff at politicians at a time when Thatcher’s cabinet was wielding unheard-of 
power to reshape the country to its own liking.  An alternative critique would read it as the pre-
shocks of the feminist revolution itself – re-drawing the domestic power balance by mocking 
the smug pre-eminence of the male.  The amusing clown of the 1950s was being excised 
from the family unit altogether by the 1980s.  We can live comfortably without clowns, after all.  
 
Bobby Hyatt, +/-14, was seen in "MIRACLE ON 34TH STREET" (47), "THE BABE RUTH 
STORY" (48), "WHEN I GROW UP" (51), "GYPSY COLT" (53) and others.  Natalie Wood, 15, 
cut her teeth as a child actress in films such as "HAPPY LAND" (43), "TOMORROW IS 
FOREVER" (45) and - also - "MIRACLE ON 34TH STREET". 
 
 
See subject index under SITCOMS & SOAPS and (if the still is any indication) SCOUTS & 
SCOUTING. 
 
 


