
 
          

 
( translation unknown;  UK = “Childhood in Amacueca”) 
Mexico documentary  :  1980  :  dir. Francisco Chavez, Jaime Carrasco, 

Jesus Sanchez & Luis Lupone :                                   :  ? min 
prod:             :  scr:                     :  dir.ph.:  
……….…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
[sponsored by ZDF - West German state television network ] 
  

Ref: Pages Sources Stills Words  Ω         Copy on VHS Last Viewed 

3072a 1½ 1 1 398   -    -    -    -    - No unseen 

 
Perhaps “childhood” is a luxury only the moderately wealthy can indulge in.  The 
children of Amacueca can afford few illusions.      Source:  NFT Bulletin June 82 
 

 

NFT bulletin – June 1982 – review: 
 
“ "CHILDHOOD IN AMACUECA", by four 
students from the Mexico City Film High 
School, looks at children denied a childhood; 
10-year olds who must get up at four in the 
morning and work to support their families.” 
 
 
 
 

 

[no listing in "Halliwell's Film Guide", 
"Leonard Maltin's Movie and Video Guide 

2001", "Speelfilm Encyclopedie", "The 
Critics’ Film Guide", "The Good Film and 
Video Guide", "Movies on TV and 
Videocassette 1988-89", "Rating the 
Movies (1990)", "The Sunday Times Guide 
to Movies on Television", "The Time Out 
Film Guide", "TV Times Film & Video 
Guide 1995", "Variety Movie Guide 1993", 
"Video Movie Guide 1993" or "The Virgin 
Film Guide"] 

 
 

 
 
 

¿ Oye Rey, Adonde Vamos?  



 
No further information currently available.  The film was shown at the NFT as part of a short 
season of Third World film projects sponsored by the ZDF - West Germany's public service 
TV network.  This documentary predates by about ten years the spate of TV current affairs 
programmes "exposing" the "scandal" of Third World child labour.  Western hypocrisies which 
underlie that sort of easy moralising are rarely brought into focus.  The assumption that 
children have some inalienable right to a “childhood" (total dependency, playing with toys), or 
that in impoverished communities a rudimentary schooling is a more useful preparation for life 
than the workplace itself, are just two of the untested "givens" on the subject of child labour 
(which wasn't even abolished in this country until a scant century ago, while youngsters who 
today would be viewed as children were at work in our offices, hotels and shops until well 
after the Second World War).  At least on this occasion the finger-wagging is being done by 
fellow Mexicans.  See also “IRACEMA” (Brazil 76) from the same NFT season. 
 
See subject index under DOCUMENTARIES, SLAVERY / FORCED CHILD LABOUR and 
SOUTH & CENTRAL AMERICA. 
 
 


