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Leonard Maltin’s Movie and Video Guide 

2001 review: 

 

“Dreary Americanisation of Astrid Lindgren’s 

popular books about a plucky young girl – here 

transformed into a tiresome troublemaker.  

May entertain undiscriminating children;  

adults should avoid at all costs.  ** ” 

 

 

Rating the Movies review: 

 

“A flat, charmless children’s adventure based 

on Astrid Lindgren’s tales of an independent 

pirate girl
1
.  Erin teams up with some 

neighbour children and they take off for an 

adventure in her special flying machine.  But 

the series of episodes is rather lifeless, and the 

Pippi character often comes off as bratty rather 

than spirited.  Erin overacts in her portrayal of 

the pigtailed title character.  Also with Eileen 

Brennan and Dennis Dugan. ** ” 

  

 

Video Movie Guide 1993 review: 

 

“Something has been lost in the film 

adaptation of Astrid Lindgren’s tale.  This time 

spunky but lovable Pippi is an anarchistic brat 

who manages to give adult viewers a headache 

and children ideas about driving adults over 

the edge.  A few catchy tunes remind one of 

"ANNIE", but there is nothing else to 

recommend this.  Rated "G". ** ” 

 

 

[no listing in “Film Review 1988-89”, 
"Halliwell's Film Guide", "The Critics’ Film 

                                                           
1
 Wrong! 

Guide", “John Willis Screen World Film 
Annual 1988”, "Movies on TV and 
Videocassette 1988-89", "The Time Out 
Film Guide", "TV Times Film & Video 
Guide 1995", "Variety Movie Guide 1993" 
or "The Virgin Film Guide"] 
 
 

The New Adventures 
of Pippi Longstocking  



 

 

 

No further information currently available.  They all hated it, and they all awarded it two stars 
just the same.  But what a perfect illustration of the difference between European children’s 
cinema – the best of which excludes consideration of adult sensibilities – and American 
“family viewing” of the Disney mould.  The attempt to translate Lindgren’s self-reliant, pigtail-
whizzing heroine from the one paradigm to the other falls deservedly flat on its face, and Pippi 
becomes just another “Dennis the Menace” who sorely needs her knickers dusting.  
Doubtless it was all meant to be so “on message” about female empowerment too, but that is 
an agenda Astrid Lindgren was not peddling, and on that score also it deserved to flounder.  
Nothing else is known of Tami Erin, whose career perhaps didn’t survive this turkey. 
 
For the real article, see “PIPPI LANGSTRUMP” and four subsequent Swedish/Danish titles 
from Olle Hellbom, and subject index under ASTRID LINDGREN, FLIGHT and (allegedly) 
BRATS / SPOILT CHILDREN. 
 
 


