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Leonard Maltin’s Movie and Video Guide 

1996 review: 

 

“Green's ham is just right for this 

outrageous tale of a 12-year old who tries 
to kill his uncle because his uncle is trying 
to kill him over a $5 million inheritance.  
Lots of hokey thrills involving sharks, 
tarantulas and the like.  Loosely based on 
the Rohan O'Grady novel.  **1/2 ” 
 
 
Speelfilm Encyclopedie review – identical to 

above 

 

 

Halliwell’s Film Guide review: 

 

“A boy is threatened by his wicked uncle, 

and retaliates.  Mildly intriguing black 
comedy, leadenly handled.  Scr: Mark 
Rodger, from the novel by Rohan 
O'Grady.” 
 
 
The Universal Story review: 

 

“A follow-up to his eerie chiller "I SAW 
WHAT YOU DID” (1965), producer-
director William Castle's "LET'S KILL 
UNCLE” also involved a couple of kids.  
This time, however, they were not teenage 
girls, but a 12-year old orphan (Pat Cardi) 
who has inherited $1,000,000 from his 
father, and a pleasant girl his own age 
(Mary Badham), both of whom plot to kill 
the girl's greedy uncle before the uncle 
(who is after the lad's money) can kill the 
boy. 
 
Playing cat-and-mouse on a small 
abandoned island, the story unravelled 
itself with a satisfying neatness and 

resulted in a well-turned tale of suspense, 
equally appealing to adults and children.  
Mark Rodgers scripted from the novel by 
Rohan O'Grady, with parts in it for Robert 
Pickering as a police sergeant, Linda 
Lawson, Reff Sanchez, Nestor Paiva and, 
best of all, Nigel Green as uncle.  It was 
Castle's first film in Technicolor.” 
 
 

The Moving Picture Boy entry on Cardi: 

 

“Pat, son of a construction engineer, was 
a natural and touching actor.  His two 
starring roles were interestingly 
contrasted.  In "AND NOW MIGUEL” he 
was a devout Mexican boy with aspirations 
to prove himself as a shepherd, and in 
"LET'S KILL UNCLE” a wealthy orphan 
with a murderous English guardian who 
plans to hijack his fortune by eliminating 
him.  Cardi returned to films in his early 
twenties, with roles in "BATTLE FOR THE 
PLANET OF THE APES” (73) and 
"HORROR HIGH” (74).” 

 
 
[no listing in "Rating the Movies (1990)", 
"The Sunday Times Guide to Movies on 
Television", "The Time Out Film Guide", 
"TV Times Film & Video Guide 1995", 
"Variety Movie Guide 1993", "Video Movie 
Guide 1993" or "The Virgin Film Guide"] 
 
 
[no listing in "The Critics’ Film Guide", 
"The Good Film and Video Guide", 
"Movies on TV and Videocassette 1988-
89", "Rating the Movies (1990)", "The 
Sunday Times Guide to Movies on 
Television", "The Time Out Film Guide", 
"TV Times Film & Video Guide 1995", 

Let’s Kill Uncle  



"Variety Movie Guide 1993", "Video Movie 
Guide 1993" or "The Virgin Film Guide"] 

 
 

 

 

 

No further information currently available.  Black comedies featuring children are scarce, 
though not unheard of even in the US.  Children play a significant part in "THE ADDAMS 
FAMILY" for example, which is not very black.  Pat Cardi was also in Castle's "I SAW WHAT 
YOU DID", albeit in a smaller role.  William Castle was the producer who acquired a name for 
camp gimmickry to draw the punters to his horror films: a panic pause before the climax of 
one (so that timid members of the audience might flee the theatre), a "horror horn" in another 
(warning the faint-hearted to shut their eyes tight before grisly scenes), an insurance policy to 
pay out $1,000,000 to the first spectator to die of fright watching another.  In "THE HOUSE 
ON HAUNTED HILL" a life-size skeleton was rigged up in first run theatres to swing out over 
the heads of the audience at a given point, and in "THE TINGLER" certain seats were fitted to 
give minor electric shocks to the hapless patrons at key points of the film.  Castle productions 
aspired to be the filmic equivalent of a ghost train ride, tacky but fun, and as with most films to 
employ 3D, or Sensurround, the gimmick generally propped up a less than riveting story.  
 
 
Cardi was actually 14, and aside from starring the same year as a shepherd boy in "AND 
NOW MIGUEL", was seen earlier in "THE NAKED AND THE DEAD" ('58), "YOUNGBLOOD 
HAWKE" ('63) and "BRAINSTORM" ('65).  Mary Badham (not a propitious name for a young 
actress), also 14, had already attracted critical notice as Gregory Peck's tomboy daughter 
"Scout" in "TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD" ('62) and would do so again as the 12-year old Willie 
Starr in "THIS PROPERTY IS CONDEMNED" ('67). 
 
 
See "I SAW WHAT YOU DID", and subject index under BOY MEETS GIRL, COMEDY, 
HEIRS / HEIRESSES / INHERITANCES and KIDS OUTWIT THE CROOKS.  One would 
scarcely call this a horror film. 
 
 

 
 


