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UK TV series  :  1960s  :  dir.                  :  BBC                                         :  ? x ? min 
prod:             :  scr:                     :  dir.ph.:  
William Burleigh ………….…………………………………………………………………………… 
Adult cast unknown 
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2740a ½ 0 0 40    -    -   -    -    - No 1960s 

 
 

[no listing in “The Golden Age of 
Children’s Television”, "Halliwell's Tele-
vision Companion", "History of Television", 
"How Sweet It Was", "Into the Box of 
Delights - a History of Children's 
Television" or "Television's Greatest Hits"] 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
No further information currently available.  "Jennings" was an upmarket counterpart of "Just 
William" (played for the first time on TV by a young Dennis Waterman, circa 1960), but I can’t 
recall now whether it was set in a boarding school, a la "Billy Bunter" and "Whack-O!", or a 
boys' Grammar School.  In 1976 Anna Home, while in charge of "children's drama output" at 
the BBC, commissioned "Grange Hill" as a conscious reaction to such backward-looking (as 
she saw it) school series (see her "Into the Box of Delights").  Unfortunately, that also 
signalled the beginning of children's TV with a conscious feminist agenda, and the systematic 
dismantling of the social paradigm that was understood as “boyhood” (something quite 
distinct from, though congruent with, “childhood”).  
 
A websearch under “Jennings +school” in September 2000 produced not a single site 
referring to the Jennings books or TV series, and the BBC’s own website carries nothing 
whatever from its  huge archive of early material.  So I've not yet been able to trace who 
played Jennings.  William Burleigh was Temple, one of his aides de camp.  Spotlight of 1967 
lists much other TV work for him, including "THE MAN IN ROOM 13" for ATV, "Dr Finlay's 
Casebook" (BBC), "WILLOW HOUSE SCHOOL" (BBC) and the "Millie and Roy Show" for 
Rediffusion.  He played the lead in "THE CHRISTMAS TREE" for Augusta Films. 
 
 
See subject index under SCHOOL, SCAMPS RASCALS & SCALAWAGS and TV SERIES. 
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