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“The truth about the Nazis 
from the cradle to the battlefront!” 

 
 

 
“Children”?  Where?  Ah, we’re being metaphorical! 

   Source:  A Pictorial History of the Talkies 

 

 

Leonard Maltin’s Movie and Video Guide 

2001 review: 

 

“Engrossing exploitation film of young people 

forced to live life of horror in Nazi Germany.  

Quite sensational in its day.  *** ” 

 

 

Speelfilm Encyclopedie review: 

 

“Enthralling account about young people who 

have to live under the yoke of Nazi Germany.  

*** ” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Halliwell’s Film Guide review 

 

“A family reacts to Hitler and the Hitler 

Youth.  Artificial melodrama  set in an 

unlikely Germany but successful at the time 

because of its topicality and its refusal to play 

the Nazis as idiots, which was the usual 

Hollywood line.  Scr:  Emmet Lavery, from 

the book "Education for Death" by Gregor 

Ziemer.  * ” 

 

“A curiously compromised production…  

strong anti-Nazi propaganda, it has not been 

woven into a defined and moving show” 

        -  Howard Barnes, NY Herald Tribune 

 

 

The Good Film and Video Guide review: 

 

“This is no better than the several others made 

at the time on the subject of Nazism but it was 

an unexpected success with the public.  Two 

Americans living in Germany, a teacher (Kent 

Smith) and a young girl (Bonita Granville), 

observe the rise of Hitler;  her boyfriend (Tim 

Holt) is a member of the Nazi Youth and she 

seems to be going the same way.  Otto Kruger 

is a general and H B Warner a bishop arguing 

the case for christianity.  * ” 

 

 

Movies on TV and Videocassette 1988-89 

review: 

 

“Two youngsters are caught in the relentless 

gears of the Nazi war machine.  Good drama 

of wartime Germany.  *** ” 

Hitler’s Children  



 

 

 

Variety Movie Guide 1993 review: 

 

“The philosophies of Nazism and the manner 

in which the youth of Germany was moulded 

to a militaristic order are forcefully brought to 

the screen in "HITLER’S CHILDREN" (from 

the novel "Education for Death" by Gregor 

Zeimer).  Tim Holt essays the leading role of 

the German boy who grows up to become a 

Gestapo officer, but cannot grow away from 

the childhood love he had for a girl who 

suffers the tortures of the Nazis.  Holt gives an 

excellent performance and looks the part he 

plays.  Opposite him, Bonita Granville 

likewise acquits herself very creditably.  An 

outstanding job is done by H B Warner as a 

bishop, whose church service is broken up by 

Gestapo agents on the hunt for Granville, who 

has taken shelter there.  The dialogue given 

Warner proves very trenchant.” 

 

 

Video Movie Guide 1993 review: 

 

“A great love story is created with the horror 

of Nazi Germany as a background.  This film 

shows a young German boy who falls in love 

with an American girl.  The boy gets caught up 

in Hitler’s enticing web of propaganda, while 

his girlfriend resists all of Hitler’s ideas.  

****” 

 

 

[no listing in "The Critics‟ Film Guide", 
"The Good Film and Video Guide", "Rating 
the Movies (1990)", "The Sunday Times 
Guide to Movies on Television", "The Time 
Out Film Guide", "TV Times Film & Video 
Guide 1995" or "The Virgin Film Guide"] 
 

 
Tim Holt none too convincing in his uniform.  Did they 
have 24-year olds in the Hitler Youth?  Well, America 

says they did, and that’s good enough for me. 
                   Source:  A Pictorial History of the Talkies 

 

 

 

 

No further information currently available.  “Young German boy” Tim Holt was a mere infant of 
24 (almost certainly too ancient to have been in the Hitlerjugend at all), and “young girl” 
Bonita Granville was 21.  If this were the closest to “children” the film gets the archive would 
take no interest in it whatever.  Happily, one or two of the genuine article sneaked in 
somehow, so let us concentrate on those, and ignore the tacky wartime propagandising (it 
wasn‟t only in Germany, after all, that people believed in “kuche, kirke, kinder” for women, 
white racial superiority, or in packing their sons off to military schools to “make men of them”). 
 
Harry McKim (13), younger brother of Sammy, made a dozen or so Westerns, comedies and 
flag-wavers during the war, including “COWBOYS FROM TEXAS” (39), “MEN OF BOYS 
TOWN” (41), “THE GREAT GILDERSLEEVE” (42) and “MR WINKLE GOES TO WAR” (44).  
Orley Lindgren was just 4 in his first known film, and would later do service as the “boyhood 
prologue” incarnations of Kirk Douglas, Charlton Heston and other manly types.  His strongest 
part seems to have been as disgraced jockey John Garfield‟s son in “UNDER MY SKIN” (50), 
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one of many changes rung on the theme of “THE CHAMP”.  He left acting after “MISTER 
SCOUTMASTER” in 1953.  Bonita Granville‟s childhood career  included “AH 
WILDERNESS!” (35), “THESE THREE” (36) and “MAID OF SALEM” (37).  She was later 
producer of the “Lassie” TV series (55-67) 
 
 
 
For another example of wartime American hokum set within the Reich, see “THE STRANGE 
DEATH OF ADOLF HITLER” or, for propaganda from the other side, see “HITLERJUNGE 
QUEX” and “JUNGE ADLER”.  Probably the most convincing film account I‟ve seen of how 
the Hitler Youth movement affected German children came in “DIE KINDER AUS nr 47 oder: 
„HEIL HITLER!  ICH HATTE GERN EIN PAAR PFERDEAPFELEN‟ ” (which translates 
loosely as: “The Children from No.47 or: „Heil Hitler!  Sorry about the Horse-Shit”).  
 
See subject index under DISCRIMINATION / PREJUDICE, SCOUTS & SCOUTING / YOUTH 
MOVEMENTS and WAR. 
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