
 
          

 
( “The Kids’ War” ) 
France  :  1936  :  dir.                                                            :  ? min 
prod:             :  scr:                     :  dir.ph.:  
Marcel Mouloudji; Serge Grave; Gabriel Farguette; Jean Buquet; JacquesTavoli ……………… 
Adult cast unknown 
  

Ref: Pages Sources Stills Words  Ω  8     M   Copy on VHS Last Viewed 

2601a 2.5 1 1 731   -    -    -    -    - No unseen 

 

 
Mouloudji (left) and Serge Grave (right) awaiting le frisk.          Source: The Moving Picture Boy 

 

La Guerre des Gosses  



 

The Moving Picture Boy entry on Serge 

Grave: 

 

“If Serge Grave, perhaps the best French 
boy actor of the 1930s, had started making 
films as young as Billy Butts, he would 
have notched up a whole pageful. 
 
As it is, starting at 14, he didn't do badly, 
with three big leads in 1936: as Claudinet 
(the Lewis Shaw part) in the talkie remake 
of “LES DEUX GOSSES”, as Lebrac in 
“LA GUERRE DES GOSSES” (itself 
remade in 1963 as “LA GUERRE DES 
BOUTONS”, its proper title) and as 
Asticot, opposite Maurice Chevalier, in “LE 
VAGABOND BIEN-AIMÉ” (the part taken 
by Desmond Tester in the British version). 
He also played the villain-as-a-boy in 
Guitry's “LE ROMAN D’UN TRICHEUR”. 
 
He was now 16 – young for his age, but 
with a late-developing tendency to shoot 
up, and the beginnings of an aquiline 
nose.  By contrast with the homely Tester, 
Grave was ardent, romantic and patrician, 
like a fledgling Gérard Philipe. 
 
Two years later, aged nearly 19, Serge 
Grave was still playing a schoolboy in 
“LES DISPARUS DE SAINT-AGIL”, and 
doing it with some grace, but there was a 
strong sense of knobbly knees.  By 1941, 
he was a prisoner of war in German 
hands.  When peace arrived, he resumed 
his career and had youthful roles in 
several films – but not many after 1950. 
He retired in favour of a career in schools 
television.” 

 

 

The Moving Picture Boy entry on Mouloudji: 

 

“Son of an Algerian Kabyle, the amiable 

Marcel had plenty of film work as a boy, 

notably in "LA GUERRE DES GOSSES" 
(the first film version of Louis Pergaud’s "La 

Guerre des Boutons") and the school-based 

comedy-thriller "LES DISPARUS DE 

SAINT-AGIL".  In 1936 he was a junior 

member of the "Groupe Octobre", which 

played in factories to audiences of striking 

workers. 

 

He continued a popular French actor for the 

next two decades – soon dropping his first 

name and being billed simply as Mouloudji – 

in such films as "L’ENFER DES ANGES" 

(39), "ADIEU LÉONARD" (43), "BOULE 

DE SUIF" (45), "LES JEUX SANS FAITS" 
(47), "NOUS SOMMES TOUS DES 

ASSASS-INS" (52) and "RAFLES SUR LA 

VILLE" (58). 

 

From his teens onwards, though, he began to 

win equal celebrity as a popular recording star.  

His first singing lead on screen was "TOUT 

CHANTE AUTOUR DE MOI" (54). ” 

 
 
The Moving Picture Boy entry on Gabriel 

Farguette: 

 

“In "LA GUERRE DES GOSSES" Gaby 

Farguette played Tigibus, the role played in the 

1962 "LA GUERRE DES BOUTONS" by 

Martin Lartigue.  (A male scamp provided 

contrast to Gaby’s appearance as la petite 

Muriel in "L’ILE DES VEUVES".)   He also 

had leading roles in "CEUX DE DEMAIN" 
and "UN GOSSE EN OR".”  
 

 

[no listing in "Halliwell's Film Guide", 
"Leonard Maltin's Movie and Video Guide 
1996", "Speelfilm Encyclopedie", "The 
Critics’ Film Guide", "The Good Film and 
Video Guide", "Movies on TV and 
Videocassette 1988-89", "Rating the 
Movies (1990)", "The Sunday Times Guide 
to Movies on Television", "The Time Out 
Film Guide", "TV Times Film & Video 
Guide 1995", "Variety Movie Guide 1993", 
"Video Movie Guide 1993" or "The Virgin 
Film Guide"] 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

No further information currently available.  I was unaware there had been an earlier version of 
this story than Yves Robert's 1961 film, remade (surprisingly well) in Ireland in 1994 as "WAR 
OF THE BUTTONS", with Canada's "THE DOG WHO STOPPED THE WAR" (86) being a 
very close cousin.  Mouloudji was 14, among his other films "JENNY" (36), "MÉNILMON-
TANT" (36), "A VENISE, UNE NUIT" (37) and "CLAUDINE À L'ÉCOLE" (37).  
 
Jean Buquet was 10, presumably in a minor role here.  In the six years 1935-41 he notched 
up twenty three films, including “BOUT DE CHOU” (35), “LES DISPARUS DE SAINT-AGIL” 
(38), “NOUS LES GOSSES” (41) and “L’ASSASSINAT DU PÈRE NOËL” (41).  Jacques 
Tavoli was also in “LES DEUX GOSSES” (36), but nothing else is known of him. 
 
Now, for your homework, Scrabble players, discuss the possible meaning of the word 
“kabyle”. 
 
See subject index under FOLLOW THE LEADER (Children's Gangs). 
 
 


