
 
          

 
( “Mortal Sin” ) 
Netherlands  :  1978  :  dir. René Van Nie  :                                             :  100 min 
prod:             :  scr:                     :  dir.ph.: Mat van Hensbergen 
…………………………….……………………………………………………………………………… 
Cor van Rijn; Chris Lomme; Willeke van Ammelrooy; Jan Decleir; Renée Soutendijk; 
Josée Ruiter; Wiesje Bouwmeester; Elsa Lioni 
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Piety and pitworkers.  Altar-boys and altercations.             Source:  International Film Guide 1981 
 

 

Speelfilm Encyclopedie review: 
 
“A misfire with great flair from René van Nie.  
In superb black and white (camera: Mat van 
Hensbergen) historic images are shown of a 
miners’ strike of more than a generation ago.  
Intertwined with that is the story, shot in 
colour, of an artist who joins an action group 
for the preservation of a little old church;  it all 

ends with thick-laid-on surrealistic scenes.  A 
muddled reckoning from Van Nie with his rich 
Catholic past.  *½ ” 
 
 
International Film Guide 1981 review: 
 
“René Van Nie is and remains an outsider in 
Dutch cinema, and his latest feature, "A 

Doodzonde  



DEADLY SIN" ("Doodzonde"), is extremely 
personal.  Its monochrome memories of a 
mining community on the Belgian border in 
the early Forties are rendered with 
incomparable finesse and affection, while some 
of the present-day scenes, though opaque in 
meaning , give a vivid sense of what it is like to 
be a Catholic to one’s fingertips, and the film as 
a whole communicates the fear of confronting 
one’s past as it becomes reflected in the present.  
Sex lurks and trembles beneath the surface of 
this personal and often lacerating film.” 
 
 

 
[no listing in "Halliwell's Film Guide", 
"Leonard Maltin's Movie and Video Guide 
2001", "The Critics’ Film Guide", "The 
Good Film and Video Guide", "Movies on 
TV and Videocassette 1988-89", "Rating 
the Movies (1990)", "The Sunday Times 
Guide to Movies on Television", "The Time 
Out Film Guide", "TV Times Film & Video 
Guide 1995", "Variety Movie Guide 1993", 
"Video Movie Guide 1993" or "The Virgin 
Film Guide"] 
 

 

 
 
 
No further information currently available.  We’re presumably to gather from these hints that it 
has a strong autobiographical content, though they pointedly do not say as much.  Perhaps 
the unidentified boy in the still plays Van Nie as a child in the Forties.  Perhaps he does not. A 
miners’ strike was the dramatic core of “HOW GREEN WAS MY VALLEY” also, and the 
pressures of the Presbyterian church on the social lives of the community, but there no doubt 
the resemblance ends.  René Van Nie previously directed “KIND VAN DE ZON” (“Anna, Child 
of the Daffodils”, 75) and “EEN STILLE LIEFDE” (“A Silent Love”, 77), but it’s the latter which 
is of direct interest to the archive, about a divorced husband who “kidnaps” his son (Sem de 
Jong) and goes on the run with him. 
 
 
See subject index under AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL TITLES and RELIGION. 
 
 


