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Leonard Maltin’s Movie and Video Guide 
1996 review: 
 
“Kingsley's plans to marry recently 

widowed Novak are thrown askew by his 
involvement with the ill-cared-for children 
of an old college friend ...and his gradual 
infatuation with the eldest teenage 
daughter.  Based on an Edith Wharton 
novel filmed before in 1929 as "THE 
MARRIAGE PLAYGROUND”.  Kingsley 
and Novak are excellent, but the film is 
irritating and slow, with tiresome use of 
steadicam to follow characters through 
alleyways or down flights of stairs.  Filmed 

in Venice and Switzerland.  ** ” 
 
 

Variety Movie Guide 1993 review: 
 
“Previously filmed in 1929 by Paramount 
as "THE MARRIAGE PLAYGROUND”, 
Edith Wharton's 1928 novel "The Children” 
comes to the screen as a somewhat dated 
enterprise.  The story of a middle-aged 
man's infatuation for a teenage girl unfolds 
at a snail's pace.  Ben Kingsley is Martin 
Boyne, a middle-aged engineer returning 
to Europe after years in Brazil.  He hopes 
to marry Rose Sellars (Kim Novak, looking 
ageless), his life-long love recently 
widowed and living in an Alpine village.  
On the voyage home he meets a group of 
seven children, the oldest of which is the 
budding Judith (Siri Neal)
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Martin lingers on in Venice with the 
children, who seem to fascinate him, but 

                                                           
1
 I'm sorry?  "budding”..? 

eventually heads for the hills and Rose.  
The children soon follow.  The rest of the 
film depicts Martin's indecision and his 
gradual emotional shift away from the 
demanding Rose to the guileless, 
appealing Judith, who appears to 
encourage him.  Kingsley gives one of his 
most affecting performances as the 
confused protagonist, and young Siri Neal 

is a find as the child-woman.” 
 
  

CVMC video retail/rental website review: 
 
“On a journey back from South America, a 

middle age bachelor (Ben Kingsley) meets 
up with a band of seven well-to-do yet 
neglected children, roughly three to fifteen 
years of age. Quickly, he finds himself 
drawn to them, especially the eldest, 
Judith (Siri Neal), an attractive and equally 
precocious [sic] girl. When her parents 
decide to divorce, she runs off with her 
"siblings," decides to hide out at the 
bachelor's home in the mountains. He 
permits it, in fact becomes their guardian, 
yet this complicates his engagement to a 
female peer, his love for the older woman 
slowly transferring to Judith. An interesting 
movie with a dream-like quality attached. 
Kingsley and Neal are great. Based on an 
Edith Wharton novel; made before as 
“THE MARRIAGE PLAYGROUND”.  
 
Rated NR: adult themes [sic]; sexual 
themes  
Categories: Boy Films, Little to Preteen, 
Drama, Girl Films, Little to Preteen, 

Adolescent. ”  
 
 

The Children  



 
[no listing in "Halliwell's Film Guide", "The 
Critics’ Film Guide", "Rating the Movies 
(1990)", "TV Times Film & Video Guide 
1995", "Video Movie Guide 1993" or "The 
Virgin Film Guide"] 

 

 

 
 
 
 
No further information currently available.  Hmmm.. "child-woman” eh?  Well, assuming her to 
be over 15 (but still only “budding”), then the drama must derive from that social stigma which 
still attaches even to legal cross-generational affairs  (we have to call them infatuations, stuff 
like that).  But since the film was made at a time when "toy-boys" were the height of fashion 
for mid-life crisis women, you have to wonder what the object was of agonising about a man 
doing precisely the same.  The storyline gained additional currency a few years later from a 
vicious and well-publicised custody suit between Mia Farrow (the wronged Mother-Nurturer) 
and Woody Allen (the Sex Fiend craving younger and younger female flesh).  Our culture's 
long-standing hypocrisy and narrow-mindedness on such matters seems merely to have been 
overlaid by a new set of hypocrisies and narrow-mindedness courtesy of politicised 
womanhood.  Intensely disappointing and depressing, and no amount of demure hand-
wringing films such as this one are likely to dent what is at core a sexist double standard.  
 
Ian Hawkes (12) played the central boy the year before in “QUEEN OF HEARTS”, as the son 
of an immigrant family whose father loses everything on a bet, Eileen Hawkes is doubtless his 
sister, and Edward Michie later played in “Dombey and Son” (96) on BBC Radio 4. 
 
See the original and doubtless very different "THE MARRIAGE PLAYGROUND" (with, 
among others, Philippe DeLacey), and see subject index under LARGE BROODS for similar 
fare. 
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