
 
          

 
US  :  1924  :  dir.                       

     Jackie Coogan Productions / Metro-Goldwyn                        Silent  :  ? min 
prod:             :  scr:                     :  dir.ph.:  
Jackie Coogan; Toby Wing …………….……………………………………………………………… 
Adult cast unknown 
  

Ref: Pages Sources Stills Words   Ω  8    M   Copy on VHS Last Viewed 

2193b 2.5 1 4 508     -    -    -    - No unseen 

Source:  The Silents Majority website 

A Boy of  Flanders  



The things a boy must do for his art…          Source:  The Silents Majority website 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     Source:  A Pictorial History of the Silent Screen 

 
The Child Stars incidental note from Coogan 

biography: 

 

“…"A BOY OF FLANDERS", his second 

picture for Metro, also dripped saccharine.  

The story was adapted from the well-known 

book, "A Dog of Flanders", by Louise de la 

Ramée, who wrote under the pen name Ouida.  

Prominent in the cast was Teddy, a Great 

Dane, hero of many comedies, and child 

actress Toby Wing, later to be linked 

romantically with Jackie. "It’s different, 

tremendous" read the advertising posters.  The 

world famous story of a Belgian boy and his 

dog, and his fight against poverty and enemies, 

until, with the roof taken from him, and the 

coveted painting prize won by his rival, he 

wanders friendless and alone out on the 

Flemish fields in a blinding snowstorm…  

"You’ll laugh and cry and be thrilled with 

Jackie Coogan at his triumphs and headaches," 
warned The New York Times:  the film 

revealed in Jackie "a steady Coogan inclination 

toward imitating adults".  In an attempt to 

counter recurrent criticism of weak plots in his 

son’s films, Jack Sr. announced that henceforth 

Jackie would stick to roles like the one that 



had brought him such acclaim in "THE 

KID"… ” 

[no listing in "Classics of the Silent 
Screen", "Hollywood in the Twenties", 
"Silent Movies: A Picture Quiz Book", 
"Halliwell's Film Guide", "Leonard Maltin's 
Movie and Video Guide 2001", "Speelfilm 
Encyclopedie", "The Critics’ Film Guide", 
"The Good Film and Video Guide", 
"Movies on TV and Videocassette 1988-
89", "Rating the Movies (1990)", "The 
Sunday Times Guide to Movies on 
Television", "The Time Out Film Guide", 
"TV Times Film & Video Guide 1995", 
"Variety Movie Guide 1993", "Video Movie 
Guide 1993" or "The Virgin Film Guide"] 

 
The Coogan trademark sideways cap still in evidence 

               Source:  The Child Stars 

 

 
 
No further information currently available.  This was the first of (to date) three film versions 
from a celebrated 1872 melodrama by Ouida about a boy, Nello, and his stray, who pulls his 
milk delivery cart.  Nello, I understand, has pretensions to becoming an artist, and runs away 
when he finds his family unsympathetic.  The title of both subsequent films was "A DOG OF 
FLANDERS", but at this point in his career Coogan was not taking second billing to anybody.  
In 1924, at the ripe old age of 9, he also starred in "LONG LIVE THE KING" and "THE RAG 
MAN".  In the next year he would make "LITTLE ROBINSON CRUSOE", "JOHNNY GET 
YOUR GUN" and "OLD CLOTHES".  Puberty was a long way off yet, and his parents rubbed 
their hands all the way to the bank. 
 
See subject index under DOGS, RUNAWAYS / STOWAWAYS and SILENT CINEMA. 
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