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Born: George Vincent Homeier;  Chicago;  October 5
th
 1930 

 Educated at U.C.L.A 
 
 
 

 
 All stills here from “TOMORROW THE WORLD”              Source:  The Films of Fredric March 

 

 

 

  Skippy Homeier 

 

 



 
“You will play baseball and like it!  You.. you.. young barbarian!” 

 

Halliwell’s Filmgoer’s Companion entry: 

 

“American child actor of the forties, later in a 

variety of supporting roles.” 

 

“..Skippy Homeier gave an electrifying 

performance as the young Nazi in 

"TOMORROW THE WORLD"...” 

 

 

Excerpt from The Films of Fredric March 

account of “TOMORROW THE WORLD”: 

 

“ "TOMORROW THE WORLD" was based 

on a hit Broadway play that starred Ralph 

Bellamy and Shirley Booth.  Lester Cowan 

produced and Leslie Fenton directed the 1944 

film version with Fredric March, Betty Field 

and the amazing child actor Skippy Homeier 

(when he grew up, he shortened it to Skip), 

who repeated his viciously trenchant stage 

portrayal of the Nazi-indoctrinated twelve-year 

old, Emil, and in the process stole the picture.  

The consensus of reviewer opinion was that 

while March and Field were dignified, sincere, 

and earnest in their portrayals, the picture 

constituted in effect a one-boy tour-de-force. 

 

March plays a professor in a small college 

town; he brings to America his nephew, 

Homeier, who has been orphaned in Germany.  

His parents have died in a concentration camp 

because of his father’s ardent anti-Nazi 

intellectualism.  Emil is the typical 

brainwashed young Nazi;  he hates his dead 

father for what he considers his craven 

defection from the Nazi cause.  Once installed 

in March’s household, he makes constant 

trouble;  he fosters unrest among the children 

at school; he develops a hostility toward his 

widower-uncle’s schoolteacher fiancée, Miss 

Field, because she is of Jewish blood, he 

makes friends with a Chinese boy he 

mistakenly believes to be a "Jap", and he is 

intent on learning the plans his uncle is 

working on in secret for the War Department. 

 

When his hatred of his surroundings finally 

gets really out of hand, he almost kills his 

young girl cousin, for whom by degrees, and in 

spite of himself, he has been developing a 

fondness.  This brings on a manhunt of sorts,  



 
“I don’t care if they forbade spanking in the Hitlerjugend.  You’re in a democracy now boy, as I mean to show you!” 

 

 

with the neighbourhood out looking for him.  

Belatedly (and to many viewers, inexplicably) 

he realises the error of his ways and is 

chastened.  There was some criticism of his 

insufficiently motivated change of heart, a 

questioning of the psychological validity of 

this dyed-in-the-wool young Nazi’s switch-

about.  Let’s face it, when Emil was bad he 

was very very bad (and exciting), but when he 

turned good he was something of a washout, 

what they would call today a cop-out. 

 

…Though Homeier was duly "redeemed", 

there was added criticism of his performance’s 

stagey over-emphases before the far more 

intimate camera eye.  There was some 

weakening of the message, such as it was, in 

the transition from stage to screen;  moreover 

the professor was not the showiest role March 

had ever had, with the nominal star and Miss 

Field, the nominal co-star, playing distinct 

second fiddle to Homeier.”  
 
“Fredric March and Betty Field are starring in 

the roles… of the professor and his bride-to-

be.  But the main accolade must go to Skippy 

Homeier, the young Nazi.”  –  Variety 

 

“ [The stage] explosion... has been 

considerably muffled in the film version... 

Skippy Homeier, the talented youth who acted 

Emil on Broadway and plays it on the screen... 

hasn’t been able to reduce the volume of his 

performance to the magnifying glass of the 

screen close-up and so his portrayal of Emil 

often seems badly exaggerated.”   

              -  The New York Herald Tribune 

 



 
The cast in their demob suits – left to right:  Fredric March, Skippy Homeier, producer Lester Cowan, Joan Carroll 
and Betty Field.  Vietnam is far, far over the horizon, and America’s future looks rosier than ever. 

 

 

“Skippy Homeier’s portrayal of the deceitful 

youth... is frighteningly vicious... the film is 

generally well acted and directed.”    

–  The New York Times  
 
 

Excerpt from The United Artists Story 

review: 

 

"The main fascination of Lester Cowan’s 

production of "TOMORROW THE 

WORLD" lay in the performance of 14-year 

old Skip Homeier in his screen debut as the 

odious Hitler Youth foisted on middle 

America, the role he played in James Gow and 

Arnaud D’Usseau’s Broadway play.  This little 

monster is the orphaned child of an anti-Nazi 

German father who died in a concentration 

camp, and an American mother.  The boy is 

sent to stay with his university professor uncle 

(Fredric March) in the USA.” 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
     Year  Age  Title        Role 
 
 
deb   44 14 TOMORROW THE WORLD   in central role, Emil (12) 

    with Joan Carroll, Rudy Wissler 
46 16 BOYS’ RANCH 
    with Jackie “Butch” Jenkins, Darryl Hickman  

      48 18 MICKEY  
      50 20 THE GUNFIGHTER  
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